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French “Blue Devils” show various positions in the bayonet charge, of which they are past masters.

foel—a savage desire to step on a German
ﬁu-dgnndnmo earth just be-
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“When the most of us went over we
dide’t understand much about these
Heinies. We just had pgeneral notions
about them—nothing specially definite.
Over there we got the goods on 'em. We
saw that they are just bedbugs. We
found out that they ean't play fair.
Maybe it isn't becanse they don’t want
to. It must be because they don't know
bow. They lack any instinct of sports-
manship, Therefore we pet to have utter
econtempt for them. What's more, they're
geiting to know it, and it will burt them
more than if we fouehkt in hatred. It
saps a man's nerve 1o realize that yoo
bold him in contempt.”

“How do you feel about killing a Hun—
any special emotion 1 Plant was asked.

“How would you feel about killing a
bedl ug?” said the young soldier serionsly.
“That's all there is to it. We feel that we
have got to kill as many as possible and
to kill and kill and kill until there arent
I:I!3 German bedbugs left in front of us.

Maybe this imn't the nicest possible way
ofpuuugll,htlt’llheb-tnyl

the other day by that fine soldier Ser-
geant Lang, who returmed with the See-
retary of War. Somebody asked Lang
whether the American troops went inlo
action spurred by hatred of the enemy.

“Lord, no!” said Lang. “They're the
lice of a clean world and we just try to
stamp em out, burn ‘em out—anything to
end 'em!”

No doubt they are smart enough in dis-
ciplined military ways when Lhey are over
there under the cool and appraising eve
of the company and bailalion eommand-
ers, these boys. But some of their casual
and careless evolutions in group upon the
public highways would give an English
drill sergeant the quinsy and drive a (Ger-
man noncom. {o the madhouse. Consider
them, as I observed them the other day,
swinging up Fifth avenue in squad for-
maiion. Some of them earried their rifles
at right shoualder, some loosely in the left
hand, muzzles pointing downward. Some
wore their service Stetsons tilled rakishly
to one side of their close eropped polls,
others sported fhe tin hat of the trenches.

They marched preity much anyvhow,
without bolbering in the least about keep-
ing in step. If they saw a pretty girl on
the curb they saluted her gorgeously with
charming phrases picked up from the
most charming people in the world., 1If
somebody fired a question from the curh
ull’}' answered it like a shot, with dej:ghl-

‘Bohemians Eager to Aid Allies Whlp the Kaiser

By K. BERCOVICL
HE DBohemians, or Czechs, as they
are more often called, are legally
Austrian eitizens, and therefore enemy
aliens as regards the United Stales. But
as illustrating bow they hate Anstria,
which has done all it could to denation-
alize and destroy them, the following
" facts speak londer than words:

When the war broke out in Europe
there were 460 able bodied Bohemians
bhving in Eungland. Of them 420 enlisted
in the Englsh army at the first eall of
Kitchener,

Whole regiments of Bohemian soldiers
in the Austrian army deserted and went
over to the Russians at the first oppor-
tupify and thereafter fonght against the
cotnmon enemy, the combined Teuton
arinies. There are 90000 of them now
in Russia and they are not Bolsheviki
They are an organized army sull ready
to fizht the enemy.

Some 52,000 Bohemian soldiers of the
Arsirian army deseried and went over to
Berbia when the clash came and they
fouglt =a stubbornly that only 4,000 of

them are alive today

[ riy-six thouszand went over ‘o Ttaly
nd are now firl s oo cide by side with the
Itabions amainat the Agstrians

Ny fhousand ol i were exo-
catrd by 1:_.- Az n Gevernmont for
r o R | Yitiation, 1 mienting reyv-
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burge and denouncing the Tenlons openly
from public platforms in Prague and
other cities. Bobemian women and chil-
dren as well &3 men were murdered 1n
cold blood by Austria

When the United States derlared war
against Austria the Czechs living in this
country considered it their greatest day.

None of the cowmtries forming the
Aunsiro-Hungarian monarchy were ever
assimilated by their conquerors. They
all hate their oppressors, they all hate
Teutonism, and if the Romanoffs bad not
been under the German thumb the Slavs
suffering the Austrian yoke woald long
ago have been liberated.

Seven hundred thousand Dohemians are
now living in this country. A great num-
ber of them are farmers in Texas, Minne
sota, Nebraska, both Dakotas and Olio.
Next to the Belrians, the Bohemians are
considercd the best furmers of Eurupe,
producing more to the aere than the farm-
ers of other nationalities. It lins been
pointed out that the strugele for life drove
them to achicve such perfection; the Ans-
trian Government exacled such high taxes
that it was a question of cither perfee.
tion of prodeeing methods or starvation.

Cur declaration of war made the Bohe
minns in this country epsmy aliens, but
I"resident Wilson's  proelumation  that
Ameriea 13 to ficht for the liberation
1 the hearts of all
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ful impudence. They presented the front
of vast respect to the aged and infirm,
but their general and habitual attitude is
don’t give 8 damn for any damned man.
But when they saluted the Ilag —what
& flashing forth of spirit there was then!
You and I have seen soldiers salute the
colors times without number, but unlesa
you have seen these boys of Pershing's
stand to attention and snap their right
bands to their forcheads you don’t know
what saluting is. That Flag to them is
their father and their mother, their pres-
ent, future and hereafter. The Flag
means so much more to them, no doubt,
than it does even to yon and to me.
They have saluted it in farewell when
they went out 1o fight, knowing in their
hearts that they might well never see
again the sunshine flash upon it, and they
have saluled it with tears behind their
eyes when they returned from hell.  This,
one sces, makes a difference. Forly of
these lads, more or less, wear the gulden
chevrons which indicate that they were
wounded in action. BSix, as everyvbody
knows, have been decorated with the Croix
de Guerre, having passed subsequently
through the termtic experience of being
kissed on both checks by a French General,
“How did yon feel about that —the
kissing business?” I asked Privale Barney
Poeue.
“Blushed down ta my socks,” said Bar-
ney, “but I knew that they meant well.”
Already eorrespondents with the Amer-
ican troops are eomparing these young
Yarkees of a type with the [amous Chas-

stacles in the way, as a great number of
Bohemians were not yet eitizens when the
draft came,

But after the Bohemian National Alli-
ance had explained the situation to Wash-
ington permission was given to the Bo-
hemians to raise a volunicer army to zo to
France, as they have done before in
Franee, Italy and Russia. In a few weeks
10,000 men of all ages passed the physi-
eal examinations. Farmers, workingmen,
intellectuals, from 18 o 50 years old, in-
vaded the offices of the Bohemian Alliance
in a rush to help erush the eruel Teuton
mons=ter,

There are 40,000 Bohemians living in
New York, and there is not one family
that has not suffered on account of the
war. But in spite of this they are ready
for even greater sacrifices Lo prove their
anti Tenton spirt.

The families of those that go and those
that will go must be provided for.
Through their two daily papers in New
York and through others in Chicago and
Cleveland, threugh their weeklies and
marazines, the call was sounded and the
an-wer was more than was expected. The

lies of 11 ase who went will be pro.
‘ d for, and even the erippled who will

-

ecome baek will, by a sperial arraneement
with the l'e..:--! States G rnt, be
Lin cure uf. Every Bolisiinn i eon
rihiting o weekly st toward al special
nd for this purpess, and the fund is
welling
Aruy oficers frew Irauer, iovalided
e e

volunteers

seurs & Pied, those reckless, dashing,
laughing, incomparable Irenchmen who
have earned the striking title of “The
Blue Devils of France.” There is & good
deal of the Frenchman in an Aweriean
anyway, or something of the French-
man in the American. It is all a matter
of spiril, of a eertain voluble impetuos-
ity which can be harnessed al necd, but
which doesn't like the feel of the trares
any too well. Observe the Blue Devils
that are here along with Pershing’s boys
and vou will note points of similarity in
their bearing, in their rollicking laughter,
in their untamed eyes, in their slim, elean
physique (though the Americans bulk
larger), in their dash and go way of walk-
inz and talking. They have pep, those
fellows in Yankee khaki und French blue,
pep and pounds of ginger,

What's more, they are great pals. They
tuke naturally to each other, as you see
here in the streets and al restaurants
wicre they meet ap.  There's some in-
Sinctive altraction, instinctive teeogni-
tion of the other feilow’s good points and
<iularities, that makes for camnradirie
between Brown Devil and Blue, and
it's astenishing how little languaze s
needed 1o margin their eompanion=hip.
Sign talk, laughter and a few mized
phrases do the busincss.

The fifty lads now here and in other
eities are interesting enough in them-
sclves, as T have said, but after all, the
imporfant thing is what they have dem-
onstrated. The old U. 8. A. still has
the punch. That is the bLig thing.

Boliemians, have arrived here to give the
preliminary  training.  The
Bohemian National Alliance has rented a
farm near Stamford, Conn., where the
volunteers will be trained.

The Bohemians and the Slovaks, in
short all the Slavie nations living under
Austrian and German rule, have been pre-
paring for their liberation for a long time.
As political meelings were not allowed to
them they formed gymnastical societies,
or svkols, as they call them, and under
such guise they organized all over Europe
and Ameriea.

In every city where Bohemians live they
have such gymnaslic organizations; in
New York they have several buildings on
Seventy-first and Seventy-third streets,
near the East River, devoted to such pur-
pose. And it is there that the volunteers
are getiing their initial training, and it is
in the sokols that the Bohemian National
Alliance is holding its propaganda meet-
ines,

In the early days of oor entrance into
the war they invited the United States
Gevernment to reeruit there. In one day
more than 200 velunteers eniisted in the
United States Army and are now sowe-
whore in Prance.

It i= the liope of the Boliems: that
they will pain their mdepends P
this mar uand estabhish themselves a5 a
1 ;u..'--?i--. Pedvrating all the Shv nitions
now toder Austrian rale. Amd ot is with

n mind that the Bobeninins il\'i\:;’ i
SAwmedies bave rushed to the colors,
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